42                               THE BLOOD
The Heart. First decide which is the front of the heart and
which the right and the left side. Note relative thicknesses
in the walls of the right side and the left (felt by pinching the
wall); also the thin walls of the auricles at the upper part.
The flat ear-like flap on each side of the base of the heart, one
lying on each auricle, is called the auricular appendix. Ob-
serve grooves showing line of separation between the two
ventricles, and also the transverse groove between the auricles
above and the ventricles below.
At the back, just above the transverse groove, are the open-
ings of the superior and inferior venae cavae, leading into the
right auricle. Pass a ringer through one of these (enlarged with
the scissors if necessary) into the right auricle, and pass it down-
wards into the right ventricle through the tricuspid valve.
To the left of the opening of the inferior vena cava are the
two pulmonary vein openings into the left auricle (sometimes
there is only one to be found). Pass the finger into the left
auricle and through the mitral valve into the left ventricle.
Open both the auricles by two vertical slits, starting from the
superior vena cava and the pulmonary vein. Note the
appearance of the inside.
Pour water into each ventricle until quite full and then
gently press the ventricular wall. On the left side you will
see two flaps of membrane (the mitral valve) spring from the
sides and meet in the middle of the entrance into the ventricle,
completely shutting off the auricle from the ventricle. On the
light side three flaps will be seen.
Cut open the left ventricle by an incision right round the
apex, keeping just to the left of the inter-ventricular groove.
Note thickness of the walls, appearance of the flaps of the
mitral valve, chordae tendineae, etc. At the top of the
ventricle is the opening of the aorta, the walls of which will
be seen to be very thick Pour water down the aorta towards
the ventricle; the three pockets of the aortic valve at once
swell out and meet in the middle, completely blocking the
way. Cut open the aorta and examine the valve.
Open the right ventricle by a similar incision, keeping to
the right of the inter-ventricular groove. Examine the
tomspid valve and the pulmonary valve, and follow the same
as have been given for the left ventricle.